TEETH are being regrown
mside patients’ mouths after a
major medical breakthrough, it
emerged yesterday.

They are being regenerated using a
prototype ultrasound device; which
will ultimately sit on top of damaged
teeth to stimulate new rool growth.

The technigue is intended 10 help
people who have lost teeth through
disease or accidents - but it could be
adapted 10 grow new bones.

A hingernail-sized version of the
device, which-needs to be activaied [
200 minutes a day for four weeks,
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should be on the market in two years
and cost about £50 plus fitting.

The technology has already been
approved for use in Canada and the
U5, and tested successfully on rabhits,
monkeys and humans.

It does not generate enamel and so
regrown teeth would need extra dental
work o cover them.

Also, it will not work if the root has
been lost or removed.

Rescarcher Dr Tarek El-Bialy, from
the University of Alberta in Canada,

www. metro.co.uk

machine can stimulate growth by
encouragmng protein and blood
production.

“Now, our challenge is 1o develop, by
the end of the vear, a device small
enough (o fit into a patient’s mouth,”

His breakthrough, reported in the
American Journal Of Orthodontics
And Dentofacial Orthopedics, has
prompied inguiries from dentists
around the world,

Dr El-Bialy said: ‘1 was answering
e-mails until Tam this morning asking
about this. I've just sent them my

- wpeis 5o they can make up
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